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INDEPENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS — REVIEW 

36. Mr A. KRSTICEVIC to the Minister for Education: 
The opposition has alleged that the minister is refusing to allow an independent evaluation of the impressive 
independent public schools reform. Could the minister please tell the house about the evaluation of independent 
public schools and the types of impacts this reform is having on schools and students? 
Dr E. CONSTABLE replied: 

I thank the member for Carine for his question and note his comments in his speech earlier today about the 
independent public schools in his electorate. 

The independent public schools initiative is fundamental to our vision for education in Western Australia. So far, 
207 schools have been selected—primary schools, secondary schools, senior colleges, district high schools, 
agricultural colleges and education support centres. What has been remarkable about this, in giving more 
autonomy to local communities, involving parents more, and giving more sway to school boards, has been the 
people who have wanted to become part of those school communities and contribute to them. So, giving more 
autonomy to schools means school communities having much greater say in how their schools are run, and local 
decisions being made that are appropriate to those children in the schools. I have had the opportunity to speak to 
many IPS principals and to parents who have their children at IP schools. From visiting those schools and talking 
to people, there is no doubt in my mind that we are seeing a great revitalisation of education in this state; the 
benefits to students, as well as to staff, are evident when we visit such schools. So far, 40 per cent of all public 
schools have expressed an interest in becoming independent public schools, and tomorrow we will announce the 
dates and so on for expressions of interest for the next intake.  

We are now in the third year of this initiative. From the outset—from the very beginning—we said that an 
important component of this initiative would be review and evaluation. There are three levels of assessment or 
review in the process. The first was a rigorous survey and case studies of the first 34 schools in the first year. 
Those schools were monitored, principals were interviewed and various aspects of the schools were looked at. 
The response from principals was words like, “I would never return to the old system”. One principal told me, 
“This is the best thing that has happened to me in my professional life”. Principals are embracing this in a very 
positive way, and it is because they can formulate their staffing profile for their school; they can select their staff 
for their school; and the one-line budget allows them to spend money on their schools in the way they wish. 

The first stage in the review and assessment was a rigorous survey and case studies. The second part is to review 
each independent school. In this state we have the Department of Education Services, which has the job of 
regulating, registering and reregistering Catholic and other independent schools. Therefore, it makes sense that 
the Department of Education Services, with its expertise, would be the independent reviewer of our independent 
public schools. Those schools will be reviewed one by one against their delivery and performance agreement and 
their business plan, just as occurs with other non-government schools in this state. This means that with 
autonomy comes accountability.  

The third level of evaluation is an independent evaluation. We called for tenders last year, and the tender was 
awarded in October to the University of Melbourne, to do an independent evaluation of independent public 
schools. The research will be both qualitative and quantitative. It should be obvious to anyone that if we want to 
evaluate something properly, it has to be in place for a while. We cannot put something in place today and 
evaluate it tomorrow, because there is nothing to evaluate. In our third year, we have two full years of successful 
implementation of IPSs. The University of Melbourne’s experts will independently evaluate the independent 
public schools initiative.  
 


